\HE. ſeveral Aſſemblies of NRW- IJERSET, 
PENN SYLVANIA and VINCI N IA, having re- 
ferred to the Congreſs a reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons of GREAT BRITAIN, which reſolution 
is in theſe words: 


Lune, 20 die Feb. 1175. 


The Houſe in a Committee on the American papers. 
Motion made, and queſtion propoſed. 


THAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that when 
the General Council and Aſſembly, or General Court 
of any of his Majeſty's provinces, or colonies in Ame- 
rica, ſhall propoſe to make proviſion, according to the 
condition, circumſtance, or ſituation of ſuch province or 
colony, for contributing their proportion to the common 
defence, (ſuch proportion to be raiſed under the au- 
thority of the General Court, or General Aſſembly of 
ſuch province or colony, and diſpoſable by Parliament) 
and fhall engage to make proviſien alſo, for the ſup- 
port of the civil government, and the adininiſtratien 
of juſtice in ſuch province or colony, it will be proper 
if juch prepcſal ſpall be approved by his Majeſty and 
ihe two Houſes of Parliament, and for ſo long as ſuch 
proviſon foil ve made accordingly, to forbear in re- 
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pelt of ſuch province or colony to lay any duty, tax, or 
" ofſeſſment, or to impoſe any further duty, tax, or 


aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may be expedi- 


ent to continue to levy or impoſe; for the regulation of 
commerce; the net produce of the duties laſt mentioned, 


to be carried to the account of ſuch n or colony 
reſpettively. 


The Congreſs took the faid reſolution into cenſide- 
ration, and are thereupon of opinion, 


THAT the colonies of America are entitled to 


the ſole and excluſive privilege of giving and 
granting their own money : that this involves a 


right of deliberating whether they will make any 


gift, for what purpoſes it ſhall. be made, and 
what ſhall be it's amount: and that it is a high. 
breach of this privilege for any body of men ex- 
traneous to their conſtitutions, to preſcribe the 
purpoſes for which money ſhall be levied on them, 
to take to themſelves the authority of judging of 
their conditions, circumſtances and ſituations, and 


of determining e amount of the contribution to 
be levied. | 


W 


Tnar as the colonies poſſefs a right of appro- 


priating their gifts, ſo are they entitled at all times 
to enquire into their application, to ſee that they 
be not waſted among the venal and corrupt for the 
purpoſe of undermining the civil rights of the giv- 


ers, nor yet be diverted to the ſupport of ſtandin 


armies, inconſiſtent with their freedom and ſub- 
verſive of their quiet. To propole therefore, as. 


this refolution does, that the monies given by the 


colonies ſhall be ſubject to the diſpoſal of Parlia- 
ment. 


33 


ment alone, is to propoſe that they ſhall relinquiſh 
this right of enquiring, and put it in the power of 


others t to render their gifts reinous, in proportion 
as they are liberal. 


Tnar this privilege of giving or with-holding 
our monies 1s an important barrier againſt the un- 
due exertion of prerogative, which, if left altoge- 
ther without controul, may be exerciſed to our 
great oppreſſion ; and all hiſtory ſhews how effica- 
cious is its interceſſion for redreſs of grievances 
and re-eſtabliſhing of rights, and how improvi- 
dent it would be to part © with ſo powerful a me- 


Ulator.. 


Wx are of opinion that the propoſition contain- 


ed in this reſolution is unreaſonable and infidious : 


unreaſonable, becaule, if we declare we accede to it, 
we declare without reſervation, we will purchaſe 
the favour of Parliament, not knowing at the ſame 
time at what price they will pleaſe to eſtimate their 
favour : it is inſidious, becauſe, individual colo- 


_ nies, having bid and bidden again, till they find the 


avidity of the ſeller too great for all their powers 
to ſatisfy ; are then to return into oppoſition, di- 
vided from their ſiſter calonies whom the Miniſter 


will have previouſly detached by a grant of eaſier 


terms, or by an artful procraſtination of a defini- 
tive anſwer, 


Trar the ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe of their pre- 
tended power of taxation being expreſsly made 
commenſurate with the continuance of our gifts, 
thele muſt be perpetual to make that fo. VWhere- 
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pelt of ſuch province or colony to lay any duty, tax, or 
Helſmeni, or to impoſe any further duty, tax, or 
aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may be expeai- 
ent to continue to levy or impoſe; for the regulation of 
commerce; the net produce of the duties laſt mentioned, 
to be carried to the account of ſuch Province or colony 
reſpectively. 


The Congreſs took the faid reſolution into cenſide- 
ration, and are thereupon of opinion, 


THAT the colonies of America are entitled to 
the ſole and excluſive privilege of giving and 
granting their own money : that this involves a 
right of deliberating whether they will make any 
gift, for what purpoſes it ſhall be made, and 
what ſhall be it's amount: and that it is a high. 
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breach of this privilege for any body of men ex- 


traneous to their conſtitutions, to preſcribe the 
purpoſes for which money ſhall be levied on them, 
to take to themſelves the authority of judging of 
their conditions, circumſtances and ſituations, and 


of determining the amount of the contribution to 
be levied. 


Tra as the colonies poſicfs a right of appro- 
priating their gifts, ſo are they entitled at all times 
to enquire into their application, to ſee that they 
be not waſted among the venal and corrupt for the 


purpoſe of undermining the civil rights of the giv- 


ers, nor yet be diverted to the ſupport of ſtandin 
armies; inconſiſtent: with their freedom and ſub- 
verſive of their quiet. Lo propole therefore, as. 


this reſolution does, that the monies given by the 


| colonies ſhall be ſubject to the diſpoſal of Parlia- 
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ment t alone, is to . that they mall relinquiſh 
this right of enquiring, and put it in the power of 
Others to render their gifts reinous, in proportion 
as they are liberal. 


Taar this privilege of giving or with. holding 
our monies is an important barrier againſt the un- 
due exertion of prerogative, which, if left altoge- 
ther without controul, may be exerciſed to ur 
great oppreſſion; and all hiſtory ſhews how effica- 
cCious is its interceſſion for redreſs of grievances 
and re-eſtabliſhing of rights, and how improvi- 


dent it would be to part with ſo powerful a me- 
diator. 
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Wx are of opinion that the propoſition contain- 
ed in this reſolution is unreaſonable and inſidious: 
unreaſonable, becauſe, if we declare we accede to it, 
we declare without reſervation, we will purchaſe 
the favour of Parliament, not knowing at the ſame 
time at what price they will pleaſe to eſtimate their 

' favour: it is inſidious, becauſe, individual colo- 
nies, having bid and bidden again, till they find the 
avidity of the ſeller too great for all their powers 
to ſatisfy ; are then to return into oppoſition, di- 
vided from their ſiſter calonies whom the Miniſter | 
will have previouſly detached by a grant of eaſier 


terms, or by an artful procraſtination of a defini- 
tive anſwer, 
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tended power of taxation being expreſsly made 
commenſurate with the continuance of our gifts, 
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as no experience has ſhewn that a gift of perpetual 
revenue ſecures a. perpetual return of duty or of 
kind diſpoſition. On the contrary, the Parliament 


itſelf, wiſely attentive to this obſervation, are in 


the eſtabliſhed practice of granting their WP 
from year to year only. 


Dxsixous and determined as we are to conſider 
in the moſt diſpaſſionate view every ſeeming ad- 
vance towards a reconciliation made by the Britiſh 


Parliament, let our brethren of Britain reflect 
what would have been the ſacrifice to men of free 
ſpirits had even fair terms been proffered, - as theſe 


inſidious propoſals were with circumſtances of in- 
ſult and defiance. A propoſition to give our mo- 
ney, accompanied with large fleets and armies, 


ſeems addreſſed to our fears rather than to our free- 
dom. With what patience would Britons have 
received articles of treaty from any power on earth 
when borne on the point of a — by military 
| . y 


Wx think the attempt unneceſſary to raiſe upon 


us by force or by threats our proportional contri- 
butions to the common defence; when all know, and 


themſelves acknowledge we have fully contribut- 


ed, whenever called upon to do 0 1 in the character 
of freemen. 
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W = are of opinion it is not juſt that the lance 


ſhould be "required to oblige themſelves to other 


contributions, while Great Britain poſſeſſes a mo- 


nopoly of their trade. This of itſelf lays them 


under heavy contribution. Tz o demand there- 


fore, 
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fore, additional aids in the form of a tax, is to de- 


mand the double of their equal proportion, if we 


are to contribute equally with the other parts of 
the empire, let us equally with them enjoy free 
commerce with the whole world. But while the 


reſtriftions on our trade ſhut to us the reſources of 


wealth, is it juſt we ſhould bear all other burthens 
equally with thoſe to whom every reſource is open ? 


WI conceive that the Britiſh Parliament has no 
right to intermeddle with our proviſions for the 
ſupport of civil government, or adminiſtration of 


Juſtice. The proviſions we have made are ſuch as 


pleaſe ourſelves, and are agreeable to our own cir- 
cumſtances : they anſwer the ſubſtantial purpoſes 
of government. and of juſtice, and other purpoſes 


than theſe ſhould not be anſwered. We do not 


mean that our people ſhall be burthened with op- 
preſſive taxes, to provide ſinecures for the idle or 
the wicked, under colour of providing for a civil 
liſt. While Parliament purſue their plan of civil 
government within their own juriſdiction, we alſo 
hope to purſue ours without moleſtation. 


Wir are of opinion the propoſition is altogether 


unſatisfactory, becauſe it imports only a ſuſpen- 


ſion of the mode, not a renunciation of the pre- 


tended right to tax us: becauſe too it does not pro- 


poſe to repeal the ſeveral Acts of Parliament paſ- 
ſed for the purpoſes of reſtraining the trade and 


altering the form of government of one of our 
colonies; extending the boundaries and chang- 


ing the government of Quebec; enlarging the 
juriſdiction of the courts of Admiralty and Vice 
Admiralty; taking from us the rights of trial 

| by 
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by a jury of the vicinage in caſes affecting both 
lite and property ; tranſporting us into other coun- 
tries to be tried for criminal offences; exempting 
by mock trial the murderers of coloniſts from 
puniſhment; and quartering ſoldiers on us in 
times of profound peace, Nor do they renounce 
the power of ſuſpending our own legiflatures, and 
of legiſlating for us themſelves in all caſes whatſo · 
ever. On the contrary, to ſhew they mean no 
. diſcontinuance of injury, they paſs Acts, at the 
very time of holding out this propoſition, for re- 
ſtraining the commerce and fiſheries of the pro- 
vinces of New. England, and for interdicting the 
trade of other colonies with all foreign nations and 
with each other. This proves unequivocally they 
mean not to relinquiſh the exerciſe of indiſcriminate 
legiſlation over us. 
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Uron the whole, this propofition ſeems to have 
been held up to the world, to deceive it into a be- 
lief that there was nothing in diſpute between us 


but the mede of levying taxes; and that the Par- 
liament having now been ſo goed as to give up © 


this, the colonies are unreaſonable if not perfect- 
ly ſatisfied: whereas in truth, our adverſaries ſtill 
claim a right of demanding ad libitum, and of tax- 
ing us themſelves to the full amount of their de- 
mand, if we do not comply with it. This leaves 
us without any thing we can call property. But, 
what is of more importance, and what is this pro- 
poſal they keep out of fight, as it no fuch point 
was now in conteſt between us, they claim a right 
to alter our charters and eſtabliſhed Jaws, and leave 
us without any ſecurity for our lives or LEbertics, 
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of America to unreſerved ſubmiſſion, 
the world reflects how inadequate to juſtice are 


; ; 


The propoſition ſeems alſo to have been calculated 


more particularly to lull into fatal ſecurity our 


well affected fellow ſubjects on the other ſide 
the water, till time ſhould be given for the operation 
ot thoſe arms, which a Britiſh Miniſter pronounced 
would inſtantaneouſly reduce the © cowardly” ſons 
But when 


theſe vaunted terms; when it attends to the rapid 
and bold ſucceſſion of injuries, which, during a 
ccurſe of eleven years, have been aimed at theſe 
colonies ; when it reviews the pacific and reſpect- 
ful expoſtulations which, during that whole time, 
were the {ole arms we oppoſed to them; when it 
obſerves that our complaints were either not heard 
at all, or were anſwered with new and accumulated 
injury; when it recollects that the Miniſter him- 
ſelf on an early occaſion declared, “that he would 


never treat with America, till he brought her to 


his feet,“ and that an avowed partiſan of Mini- 
{try has more lately denounced againſt us the 
dreadful fentence, © Delende eſt Carthago.” that it, 
was done in preſence of a Britiſh Senate, and being 
unreproved by them, muſt be taken to be their 
own ſentiment (eſpecially as the purpoſe has al- 
ready in part been carried into execution, by their 
treatment of Boſton, and burning of Charleſ- 
town; ) when it conſiders the great armaments 
with which they have invaded us, and the circum- 
ſtances of cruclty with which theſe have commenc- 
ed and proſecuted hoſtilities; when theſe things 
we fay, are laid together, and attentively conſi- 


dered, cap the world be deceived into an opi- 


nion that we are unreaſonable, or can it heſitate 
to 
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"bo believe 67k us, that nothing but our own ex- 
ertions may defeat the E ſentence of death 
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10 . es en order: "of the Congreſs. 
601 "lar $12 JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident. 
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